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Vineyard Gazette, July 15, 1938, pp. 1, 3

Storm of J)Happrovnl Grects Un—_ i
e\pectul News Uovernment

~ TPlans 16 Replace Kdgar- E ] _

Mo 10\\'11—Izmlduuuk- e G ag is. e, many p]gnns_ﬂl'_

ofnt cout,

The r'l/lm: of the proscnt Edgars
town Harbor Light, togelher with the
keeper's house; and The suhstititien
of a skeleton steel tower eight feet
lower than the present light, are pro.
posed by the U. 8, Lighthouse Service.
The fog signal will be discontinued,
and the lght will be made gn unat-
tended statidn, linked tottha shore by
‘® submarine cable, Although provl-
sions are made for preservation of
the footpath to the light for the pres- -
ent, Edgartown residents believe that
ths structure will be bound to go

d, di‘ su’h ct, 1o hg?ard du:hlg
opress af the woik: However, it
itod out at- Edgart wn that ,the

ifor” majntaling this walk “and
that ;L cannot he expected to mst long

0: fee ;
bor. ,:'i'he present Svater ' pipé to thp
llght’ is o be ‘_jliscouuwed 4
in u fely yenrs, -~ i = - Tower Eight Feet Lower

These plans became known on thc A'c'cordlng to the specifications the

Island Wednesday when instructions A ol sguare
came in tegard, to the bids _for the new'towt‘l st e [CREUE SERE SOaT

proposed changes. Sealed bids are to at ¢ lhe Fottdm and forty fee} high;
be u‘teived and .opened at 2 p. m. as dfaingl the present: forty-eight foot
on July 22, It js nnllclpn.tcd that work T fowp There will he nothine but a
will begin forty-filve days after the = stone “pler, finlshed wnth cpnercte, :.m-
award of the contract, and -~will' be s mouuf(.d )Jy galvanized Litet.l fl.;lnle-

completed vixty days Ilnter. ) 4 bt at Lthe to
An urgent protest was planned in wolk, and. the lig p.

Edgartown; -efforts—to —prevent—the—— Capl Claude W"llg.,nPl‘ Ofdth((!1 ‘.’\ic}}w,(;llé:
chaanges belug made even more vigor- er lei‘!iv sajd, "We nee ¢) 1g
ous because of lhe short time. per- douse and the b ‘How ecan anyone

mitted before aWird of the -gontract, w]f,h‘ a large ve, ome in this har-|
Contractors began to visit.the light bor’ in thick"W without a f:lgn‘ﬂ'
Lat once, wilh a view to preparing - . of dome kind? r light wili con-
bidse -—- i ¥ flict!with the ghfs, Tn fact it

Will Be Completely Inadequate i i hard nﬂw o fulsh the Harhor

“On-the promds—that—tne Hresent L lght fromy th thts. How can your
{tower has never bheen high enaugh, Bumn]p]‘ "h]ldlen out sailing, when fog
and d7Tewdr Tower will be completely -7 ecomes in, et hack into the hax hor
inadeguate; and thnt an unatiended f wlmout some signal 7"

station with no fog wsignal will con- n ‘Man-
stitute n  serious  peril, ~fishermen, Miﬂge Beuen court, ferryman,

yachlsmen uand others prepaved to uel, ﬂwa. 'tz, Gapt. Tom Walier Peastl:
fight to the last to preserve the. pres- and;i First Mafe Oscar all expresed
ent light. Many who joined in the pro- vlgpxou.. opposition to the change, The
test said they believed that the change abgence ofn fog signal, Lthey helieved,
would "be a ‘Ferious “blow to Edgar-—— woiild bé sure to prove particularly

town, and that it would make thct: har- 5. ‘391]6113
bor entrance dangerous at many times. ¥ . .

Tointing out_that.the light and tho £ mx-(.‘ommodow Alexan;lex M. de'l: f
bridge had been fixtures of the town ; l‘hc :Ii'dbarmw" Yacht Cluh sagh
and the waterfront for generafions, - L ha efforta of twa yedis.-on: G‘Pﬁl
others sald that these institutions had [ S
historic -valué, Nothing could he done
to them,dt was protested vehemently,
without irveparable harm to the town,
excecdhlg in dollars and "cénts many~
timies the saving the ‘goyefniont Moy
make by having un‘:mlomatlc gtation,

—The speelfications 'Provide that the
contractor shall "complotely tear down
antl remove the dwelling and fowar, —
|down to tho stone pler upon Wwhish it
now stends, construct-n cOncrcte slah
oiv thlg~bade, snd erect thereon & fabe
ricated steol towor, eloetrlcnlly ‘wirad
and conngeted ashore to ‘commegelal -
curront by-aubmarlnn«-cable" :

(Pléase_turn to .P._age;lhroo) ;
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Vineyard Gazette, July 29. 1938, pp. 1, 3

l. with rotonllon of a kccpcf
ly. as al Present; or the razing of

‘présent -building and ereetioh of a
‘skeleton tower as originally-planned
by 4T gowmmcnl.

Pagiers on “Which a declurnllou in

fa.vor of cither of these courses can be
‘made-arc-at-the-sctectmen's-othce; Fd-
gartown, and at the Edgartown Yucht
Cluhb. Up to last night a considerable
Juumber of persons had. gone on record |
‘in cach place, all in favor of reétention
of the existing light.
“~Those whu haveTiot yet recorded
fhemselves still have today, tomorrow
and Sunday to do so. All who wish
to prevent razing of the light should
s0 declare, nnd those- favoring the
desteuctibn of the present building
anﬁ—subﬁtittxtlon “of a steel skeleton
¥wer will likewise find an opporlua_
Tty To express themselves.

Despite the fact that the sentiment
is being taken belween these two al-
ternatives, at the suggestion of Cap-
tain ‘Baton, it i3 still hoped Lhat the
present, Jlgﬁl imay he kept and any
desirable improvqruenb.mnde without

much changtanJt.

‘53.

: el
Apparent qutmdlcuoii

Although the governfitnt has made
slatement (hat the Jighthouse bridge
would bo mnintained uhdsr any eir-
lances, H, D, King, commissioner
jghthouses, sald in a lelter lo Con-
ssman Gifford Lhis week that-the
of the Lighthouse Bureau is
Im'llanuously improve the effec-
ofl_nids to navigation and to
& mdintenance costs connect-

pravent the

-s

'|3 Days Left to Sign

Lighthouse Petitions

(Continuced from Page One)

h ham, pruldem of the Mar:has Vines

yurd Gutdeni Club, Mr. King said, “I
may be purdoned at 'this point for ine
teyjecting the personz] sotegthat my
paternal grandmother was a Mayhew
of L‘.[.irllm-s Vineyard, and that I
h:erwu.dn am not without sentimental
regret ot tne passage {tom our New
England sesrcapes of the ects of sail-
iR craft that formeriy added their
notes of both hesuly and rpmance to
these =Cenes, hul which have aimost
entirely vanisMed <

.o Speaking of ine Edraniown Hare

Cbor Lacht Mr King raid =i this lels
Pler, I must be sathes detinitcly maine

Ctined that nedther from the navigas

——

totial Bt the avendnag etandpaind
v thete any wartand for 1he fysthee
expenditure ol Lignihouse Sorvica
futids 1 e pEnlenans e o the $¥pes
OfNAtTICT e s \Hm)u Wl 1.«(s.suy
s Jermer aae

Acearding 1o Cajnam Eaton, howc
ever, he anticpater thst manicnance
casts would B anctearod by the rasing
of the ohd building and erection of §
new toweg,

The plun: of the governmnenl are
heing hield i abeyance fur o Yew days
iy allow tithe for thie redinteting ot
local sendiineid ad Edganlewa, .
o S "
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VREF1114.002
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e azetie oy 2, (93¢

{Tapneanng MY Hevald, Trbune )
T a0 Y VINEYARD ¢
_—r“!‘ ; o ‘v' - - + .

R z o, - e - ) . .
.+ Editorial Comment
o+, 7 Harbor Light

An embattled - Vineyard is moving
heaven, earth and its congressmen to
save the old Edgartown Harbor Light
from the vandal hands of time and
change. Tha Lighthouse Service, which
has aitered, discontinued and sold off
so many old Mghts in recent years, had
already advertised for bids to raze the
tower .and keeper’s dwelling “down to
the stone pler and etect thereon a
fabricated . steel tower” with an auto-
matic light and no fog signal before
Edgartown awoke to the contemplated
sacrilege. The change was protested
as a mehace to mnavigation; unfortu-
| nately, the government admitted the
'point and agreed to make its steel
‘contraption higher and add an auto-
'matio fog signal. Then the truth came
out; it,was sentiment, not navigation,
which really mattered, and now the!
:Vineyatd and the government are in-
iconsultation, the latter offering to
i gpare - the old structure if the former
%will pay for its picturesque upkeep..
' Every one must hope that the Vine-
yard will win. No one has ever used
one of those old harbor lights—taking
his departure by Its sturdy (| tower,
_picking it up at dusk on the home-
ward voyagé or técognizing its wink-
|ing beam across the levels of the
night—without endowing 1t with a
friendly: perdonality. No one has ever
lved within rangé of a tall lighthotuse
vwho can see its eye put out or its
'iracef'ul stones brought down without

#ense of private logs. But, the light-
houses, with their lonely keepeis—
symbold for 86 long of hope, steadfast-
ness atid devotlon—are going. Radlo,
submatine bells, lighitships, pile lights,
automatic équipment, improved buoys,
all kinds of mote modern, more effl-
clént dhd rmord economical aids to 4he
niatheitiatical mariners of today are
ending their usefulness. The light tow-
er; unfailing and unhshaken in storm
and in distress, i3 crumbling to inven-
tion. Oné ¢ait-accept the need of the
hew © tohtraptiony Wwithout weakening
one. particle. of " thé sentiment i
{clings ‘td:tHe (old _monuménts .'ar
{Wwould, pregervel thém  as , such.<New
fY‘oi-‘k‘THéTESd,frﬂBuné. g Y
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VREF1114.002

Up to the Governinent 7/}—’ ?/_/3_‘5"

* When the government buills a postofftce or any other: structure,
it takes some account of the place where the building is to be situ-
ated. The design is harmonized with the surroundings and the tradi-

Lion of the site. Why should not this rule apply to the construction |;

of a lighthouse? Why should the same standardized units be held

cqually appropriate for a seaside New Ingland resort town and an ;

industrial distriet crowded with docks and sooty chimneys?

To ask such a guestion is to give the answer. Of course what
is acceptable for one setting is not acceptable for the other. It may
be said, fairly, that a lighthouse is a thoroughly realistic thing
intended for practical purposes ouly. But it is ulso a monument, and
on the waterlront of a town like Edgartown it stands at the front
door to make or break the harbor seeme. An obligation rests upon
the federal governwent to respect the history and the present day
sightliness of such a harbor.

When the government says to a community, ““If you desire
something better looking and more appropriate than a galvanized
steel skeleton, you will have to pay the difference in cost,’”’ it is
Tacking both in fairness and eandor, 1f the words are taken at their
face value, the implication Is one of polite blackmail,—“we are go-
ing to do somethibg to mar your waterfront, und if you waunt to
stop us, get out your pocketbook.’’

" On the other hand, the words may be taken as uttered with

tongue in cheek,~ ‘to get rid of your objections we will offer you |:

& chunee to do something at your own expense which we feel pretty
sure you won’t want to do, but anyway you will have stop both-
ering us.”’

We Dbelieve that the maintenance of the charaeter and  sightli-
ness of the Kdgartown barbor, so far as the lighthouse structure is
coneerned, is a duty of the govermment itself,

’

" "I“A White Tower
o e SRR B

=3l

Lk

.. 7 ive~The ‘o_iltt;,Qp_me c;f '_t,]ie, i in_'olopgéd "cén’trbvg;?y in' ;-gga’;'d::'to' the
~ - Fdgartown Harbor Light is more of.a vigtory: for, the.Island -than

[

" no doubt prove to be the architectural accent for the Edgartown

~ keeper, we have only sadness and regret. All the old lighthouses have

3y appear. The governinent is to erect a real light:h.gv'._se‘,: and the
hite painted fower will'stand in“place-of ‘the’old stricture. It will

harbor front which everyong has feared would be lost.'f' S
As to the disappearance’of the old -building and ‘the loss of a’

been institutions, and when'one of them goes the life of the commun-
ity is impoverished. 1t is unfortunate that this sort of thing takes
place at a time when the social health of the nation needs strengthen- |
ing rather than weakening of small  communities, -and decentraliza-.
tion ‘rather than increased centralizition and’ mechanization. The,
difficulty is that this matter-is broader than the Vafimigis:trt_z‘f_.i.on of any

single government department. :4: R S
It is rather remarkable that*Edgartown -should have. suceeeded

in’ obtaining the preseut solutionieven after a’ final and adverse de-
cision had been aunounced. Congressman Charles Y. Gliffprd‘particu-;
; lves in the

larly, and others as well ;Who h':avellin’cergsted:_the'xps.g

matter; are to be thanked. i S \

We hope that the new white tower and its red light will have a
history as rich and iﬁteresting as that of the structure which relent-

" less, modernity condemns to destruction.

Treasured Beacon, Online Exhibit, 2020



Vineyard Gazette, August 2, 1938

|Vote Stands 301 o 0
- In Favor of Keeping
' Present Harbnr Light

Theml‘etenﬂnmwitim
m?nlnglhafmmaﬂzihﬂm
town Hurbor Lizht were Sopsward.
‘ed 1o Capt. George B Bolon, so-

mo&%mmam
dgbihiouse Bervice, yeslerday by
” _ o el p

uﬂnalh ‘duplicate, at the select-
|_men’s office and ai ihe Edgartown
Yieht Club from Tuslay wniil
Monday wmorning. Every oppor-
tusiity was given 1o  fshersoen,
yachizgmen and obhers for discss-

sion of the mutier, nad m e

(:hpmn m » mk mﬁﬂ
thut @ Edgartown mtm )
prosept Bight, he would recomapend
that & bo relained.

Blrnems of the palitlen osldag
presereation of the Bgm. focloded

VREF1114.002 Treasured Beacon, Online Exhibit, 2020



Vineyard Gazette, August 9, 1938 [editorial]
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Vineyard Gazette, August 9, 1938, pp. 1, 7

- Save Harbor nght

(—mmnﬂe:unﬂ‘—btdh-s—vaH’endﬂm
“Will Be Ignored, House Must’
Go and Bridge Won't
Be Maintained -

It looks ns if the lédgartown Harbov -
Light would be destroyed. In a letter
to “#ho Vineyard Gazette yesterday,
Hardld D. Xing, comniissloner of
lighthouses at Washingtan, eaid that

building and proceced to put up a
skeleton steel tower. This decision was
reached desplte the recent rveferen-
dum in’ which local interests had asked
by a poll of 301 to 0 that the present
Harbor Light be retained. Capt,
George E. Eaton, superintendent of
the second- district of-the Lighthotse
Service, had suggested this referen-
dum and had said unconditionally that
the present structure would be left
alone if this poll showed .that was
what Edgartown interests wanted.

makes several statements flatly con-
tradicting those of the district super-
Intendent. Most vital of all, the com--
missioncr discloses for the AFSt time
that the lighthouse bridge will not be
maintained in future, since a bhoat
can be used to tend the light. Captain
Eaton had 'twice glven assurance that
the government would continue to
maintain the historic bridge,

Denied Motive Was-Efonomy

Captain Eaton--informeéd Winthrop
B. Norton und Henry B, Hough re-
cently that the matter was not-one of
economy. He ran over several items
of expense, expressing a belief that
the proposed arrangement would cost
as much as or morce than the present
building for maintenance. He insisted
that the whole question was one of
improving the light from a navigation-
al standpoint. Commissioner King;
nevertheless, says In his letter that the
changse Is to he based on a lowerlng-
of maintenance costs.

Telegrams of remonstrance ad-
dressed to the comnmissioner were filed
at once by Winthmp B. Norton, chair-
man of the bdard of selectmen, andg
“the~ Vineyard —Gazette:— The “commis=—
sioner was informed. directly that the
actlon of theé department was re.
garded ns-a breach of ‘faith, ‘particu-
larly since Captain Baton;-had limited
the appeal of local interests to two al-
teriiativés, and had prevented the sub- -
mitting. ot ‘other’ proposals. All efforts
to reach a solution by relleving the
government of maintemmce costs ot

L s
(Pleaaa' 'tum to. Pa,ge Seven)

pp———y

Commissioner King, -in his Iet{e_!:.——

Revoke Promise to—

-

his iremran—wxs-rﬁwt“h'e—pmsent—

Eo

: gruupa of citl-
harles L. Gifs
been Influen-
leration of the
Snnator Walsh
Lodge,

concaaslun hkl Commlssloner
ter_is o half way promlso
1 r nubslitullng a better type
Uatare for the | skeleton stecl
wer al some future time, when nnd
“funds arei available, | | :
etter in full is as follows:

{! ~office hns-—tecelved ‘and” care-
ful onsidered- your further letter
~of July 80th, relative to the project at
artown Harbor Light Statlon. The
poll taken by yourself, and My, Nors
fonl indiealing the viaws of various
doeRl  regidents as hetween. the alter-
'no.m of carrying: out the improve-

leﬂ.ving the

e e wad ok SR P O P PP

er inf charpe of the llght, has also
Heen? received, -Since it now appears
that {full information has been made
.~ availahle as to the views of the vari-|
oue‘pexs ns interested, this Service
i positionto t‘each o ‘déglsion In”
1o matter, -

Calls Structure Unattractlve

Oppo:iuon to ihe proposed dis-
ontling of the presnmt strudture at
e end -of the breakwater has beén
“voleed on various grounds, first that
dt sanhmomal attachment to this old
: clure. go long idcntiﬁed with the

wére of a type such as_could be
red an esthetic asset, It will,
bt, be"readlly admhted, Txow-

her reason advanced fof op-
he change was certain feared
In aide to navigation
ld | result 1t la belleved that

_ ndaquata fgcal
changes

[1-2 lines mlssmgrc]
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Vineyard Gazette, August 9, 1938, pp. 1, 7

Lk h'l:n it in U

vears, Also your understanding
e pocessity of mudintaining
alitway in connection with the
loally operated alds Is incorrebct,
‘sifice such vislts ns dre necessory 'n
that connection”can bo readily made
By small boat.-It 18 understood, how-
ever, that the walkway is In such con-
ditfon - that 1L probably would stand
with nominal vepales for some years
during which lts use In visiting (he
ald on oceaylon wonld, of courun, he n
convenlence.

Hoiise Is Not' Modern.

‘While it is the practice of this Ser-
vice 'to keep it structurcs in good
condlj;!ou so far as possible within the
limit of funds avaellable, and it s
understandable that the present strue-
ture might be considered hy some 0%
standards to be in good conditlon, it ls ls Jeet, ‘and for the reasons herein stated,
d fact that it is some 110 years old; [c this .Service has. reached the conclu-~
that 1t ig not medern, being -un-lt sion that it wolld ot he justified In
equipped with plumbing faciljtles, continuing tho existing status .when
without-electric Mghts -and-subjeel—to- both® improvemexnt and -economy is
fire hnzards, Its continued mninten-_ readlly posgsihla. and.- the funds are at
ance by the Service would necessarjly hand for- e“cuﬂng the project.

in accordance with lhe trend of the
Consldered Enhrcly U nsuited

1timo, Involve expenditure for moderni-
zation and improvements, which uu- i 1
deét ti@ citeurmislaneds dre not felt to bef;"ig;;ﬂ;’& cr:-);ld ::,ee-gl:::é,:;]g?.
heT‘}:;arl:a;taesd.some ‘;u gestion In “the ment of the improvements in alds and |
g / ! at the same Lime retaining the present
structure, which in that case would bhe

Arst dlscussions of thls matter with

representiatives of the community that
| unoccupied as a residence, all .normal
‘controls being ecxcrelsed fron‘l ‘shore,

b ey
—

BB

=y

somewhat at
A hetter under-
g ol' all that s involyed will
‘to: remove any apprehensions
llng relative to ulis ‘partioular pro-

— gL e R G T

ﬁmnanlf\x

the citizens themsslves mlight wish
| to bear the expense of continuing the

maintenance of Lhe Struclure to avoid |, and this has been-done In some simi-
its belng dismaniled. but the suhse- , Ia-r ;‘333353 whera .the truéture was  of
quént communications have. contained |* 1
ne assurances un that ‘point, ' 1 ;

_While i has no direct bearing on |’ s e not. availablo for erectins & new
thls parti¢iilar matter, it should per- ) . In most such cases the con-
haps be stated for a better under- : ; nce of the original structure has
standing’ of the position of the Light- y temporary until such.time
house Service thal the numb of ctu‘re sultablc for unattandcd

aids " to -navigation which are 1ain-
tained -is continunlly being increased
to _meet _demards on, the part of navi-
‘gators  which f{ha Service considers
reasonable and just, Many of these
demands come from ‘operators of
mall eraft, such as are now probahbly
e principal nsers of the aids In Ed-
artown = Harbor, -Allogether more |
28,000 alds to navigation- are
ied -at the prgsent “4me-ns
d to aome 18,000 1e'n- years

VREF1114.002 Treasured Beacon, Online Exhibit, 2020



Vineyard Gazette, August 9, 1938, pp. 1, 7

readily and eheaplv noy
to place, would be pleas
donvideration at some later
the substitntion for it of a str
which will he of a somewhut: moy
tractive nature from the arehiteet
standpolit, and ‘at the, same
reagsonably cconomical in- firsi
and suited to non- attended mal
ance. It somelimos  occurs
through changes in aids necessil
by various improvements, such st
tures become surplus, and it Is pd
sible that in this way a more attra
tive Structure might hecome avadl
able for use at this point, which po
sibility will receive eonslderation, T
time Hmit which has been placed
the obligation of funds allotted trnni
the Public-Works Administration, zmi
the limitation of funds. available. un
der thé project, have made it neee}
-|sary to ulilize the standard deslgn of
tower: already available in thls in:
|stance, rathor than the developmer
‘of a special design which might hay
- | been desirable. @
This office appreciates the Interes
-—man#@%ed——m—%hf*% alds—and %he—r:(1
- |operation of youx-sgl__f__z_md others il
' |obtaining and presenting so fully t
» |views of local inlerests, to which this
- |office has endeavored to give the full
- est consideration consistent” with thu
) | other “considerations herein noted.

H. D. King,
H . - Commisslone

-~

'ﬂ_".. ..._.._m-o--

Ll
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Vineyard Gazette, August 12, 1938

K

. ENGINEER COMING

Lighthouse Service Repre-
- sentative to Confer
Chief Engineer ‘Tinkhant -of t{he

U. 8. Lighthouse Service is expected at|

Edgartown this morning for further
study of the Edgartown Harber Ll ht |
project. Mr-Tinkham's visit comes as|
‘a result of reprdsentations made | to
L H, D —iing commlsswner Whght-—-
‘houses;—following ~his -decision*-made:
known early this week to proceed
with razing of the hundred year old
light building.

Commissioner King wired intere:}ted
individuals in Edgartown on Wednes-
day that ‘he had directed Mr. Tlnkham
to proceed to Edgartown for further
investigation.

There were no other developments
in the lighthouse situation. Tele-
grams of protest were sent to V\,’ash-
-ingten—by-Winthrop-B—Norton;—¢ ai.t:-§
man of the Edgartown board of| se-
lectmen, the Vineyard Gagzette and
others. Congressman Charles L. Gif-
ford, who has béeri” keeping in close
touch with the matfer and endeayor-
ing to aid Isiand interests, was again
in. communication with Washington.

Vineyard Gazette, August 19, 1938

.ketch of Proposed
3 New nght Recelved

| Wuterwlor ismm:, How Edgartown
. H;.arhor ‘:Imuld Look “ ith New
: 'I‘uwer--\*ew Bids Asked .

A watercolor sketch of ihe proposed.
new I dgm‘town Harbor nght was re-

ceived yeste1d¢y by- Wimmop B. Nor-
[ton, chairman of the Edgartown hoard
of sclectmen, from-Harold D, King,
commissioner of lighthouses, Washa
Ington, The skelch shows: the ap-
.| pearance of the new structure as it
| Will- Took when-the’ tower is plaeed

s F

on the stone £oundahon where- the |

-vtd"ﬂghthmtae—now—m
“The picture follows the agreement
reached at' Eldgarftown recently, with
.|a tower’ resembling the East Chop
Light, painted white, and mounted on
a masonry base atop the exlattng
.| stone foundation.

tions, providing for a skeleton steel

| bids will be calfed: for.s It is under- .

stood that the low figure on the frst
plan was*I< T, Galley- & Co. of Ed=
gartown, this firny bidding about $700.
The next bid. was that of Frank
L.. Norton & Son, about a thousand
',tlnllurs and uthm h:da 11ngad up to
133,000

{['house bridge.  Many ' residents and
[summer residonts have expressed a
| fear lest the bridge be closed to the

may be found of ébtaining its preser-
tion.. In order to assure thé rights

El;e«wiah “that: the lownﬁt&%l&nﬁe : fie
ifitiey . - M
i (2 ————— —_ - ——— 3 Hed
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Vineyard Gazette, August 16, 1938, pp. 1, 4

Compromise Verdict

~ About nghthouse

Harbor Bml(lmg Dovmed —Buj
Litrhtlmusu Similar to  Iast

for Nkeleton Tu\\‘(‘l‘ !

A real llghthousc. not a skeleton
tower of galvanized steel, will replace

this fall. The passing of the present
structure will take place as scheduled,
but *new tower will-be_ecrected, simi-
lar to that at Easl Chop. It will be
painted white, and the light itself will
be red and of greatly increased can-
dicpower, —

Agreenmient  upou  this  plan -was
reached al a conlerence boctween
Ralph R, Tinkham, chicf engincer-of
the U. 8. Lighthouse Service, Capt.
George IE. EBalon, superintendent of
the seeond dislrict of the Lighthouse
Serviee, and a group of Edzartown
representatives. The  mecting  tonk
place al the asclecunen’s rvoms on
Friday afternoon.

The commiissioner of  lighthouses,
Harold D. King, had previously  an-
nounced that the present struclure
at Edgarlown would he razed, and
a skeleton tower put in its place. Thia
decision foliowed prolonged agization
to obtain preservation of the oid Ed-
gartown~Harbor~ Light. or a hetter
type of tower in its place. Despite the
fact that a final decision had been an-
nounced, Mr. King was impressed by
the conlinued protests from Bdgar-
town. He directed the chief engineer
Lo proceed (rom Washinglon (0 the
Island for the express purpose of
further study to see how the wviews
of the local interests could be met,

— Fresentat the Mecgting”

Present. at the Txccting with Mr,
Tinkham and Caplain Eaton were
Winthrop B. Norton, chairman of the
Edgartown board of sclectmen, Rob-
ert W. Watson, A. Loring ‘Swasey, ex-
Commodore Alexander M. Orr, An-
drew’ C, Littlefleld, Marshall Shepard,
Benjamin .W. Lumsden, George Coch-
Tane, and Henry BT Hoilgh., - o

The entire situation was reviewed
by Mr, Tlnkham who said that there
was no wish by the government to
rush -the matter through without con-
sldering the views of ‘Bdgartown resi-
dents. The plan for changing the
lghthouse, he said, had been made

somo years ago. It came up ,now. .

through the allotment of PWA funds,
and the - presldential mandate _that

(Please turn to Page Four)

~ Clrop's " Will Be-Substituted ™ —

FtheniEorte-Edgartown Hirbor Light—

an oppor ity to
uiré thée -old’ llghthouse it it so
ired. Mr. Tinkham sald that -
W, probable- that the. . llghthouse
could be Uransferred to the- town by
aet of Cofigress ﬁzithou"t cost.
The’ Edgartown - spokes en,
ever, urged the desirability of :Te
ing tho bresent Harbot Light -un-
changed in any respest;- To_all’ argu-
‘ments {hat this be done, Mr, Tink-
ham replied that the Lighthouse Ser-
Vice. regarded it. as essential that the
change to an_automatic light be car-
ried out_1In answetzta_qucstwns._he.
sald that "there” were two ‘reasons;
econemy-and-cfliciencyFhe-change-to
an automatic light will, he saidg, , save
arou)ld 21,200 2 year., -
Mr.Pinkham left no doubi (Rat th&
decision to install an_automatic light“
calil@ ot be allered. In reply to ques-:
tiows, lﬂbn, he and Captain Eaton‘
stid that -there-was Tio—potsibility nf»-
adoptig any plan of using’ the pres-
enl lighthouse and placmg the new
I:ght inside. The obstacles to. this
course were named—as the .structural |
unsuitability- of . the present huilding,
the facl that thcr government would
have nothing to 'de with the mainten-
ance of the present huildi% [Aand*the
fact- thal the government “walld con- |
slder any expenditure for tHe neces—
sary adapi:lticm of the present stwc-‘

lure 'as a waste of funds, =4
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Vineyard Gazette, July 15, 1938, pp. 1, 3

‘I the harbor more difficult ‘at night an

-| he as effeclive ns the'automatic bell on

Py

° | circles, sald, "The yachismen need the
| lighthouse, Yachting i= certainly an

w

-~—2y W

T T ® o

~ T e e

d

1,

of
£-

i LG
that” the Dopartm

Ll important.:

of" _Com e
should propose té: ge-ka steps which
will result {n making navigation In

untder conditions of—fog. Bven if_lt{
ghould be proposed to substitute-a hell
huoy for the lighthouse slgnal, as this

off a lee shore, It frequently, might not

the present light strrcture.”

F. Vernon Foster, speiling as |a
member of the Edgartown Yacht Club
and a member of the summer colony
prominent In boaling and. yuchting

industry and an imporfant one, and
nething should he done which wlll tend
to make yachling here less safe. Ed-
gartown s destined Lo be.one of the|
great yachting centers of thls-coast.
Mareogver, the, present Hght is a part
of T‘dg:utnwn The hmtmm value is

Would __Lessen Maii's Chances

y Capt. Antone K. Sllva said, “To
fower the height of thé light will he
to lessen a man's chances to get a
bearing when he comes in. Tt means
he must get that much closer in order
to make out the channel. That isn't
forelaying against someone coming in
at night. The light .tower should hé]
mghu rather than lower”

Cn.pt st. Clalr Brown, who as ga
membher of ~ the Edgal'tovin Flsher-
men’s Association was active in ob-
taining the harbor dredging, expressed
great —&oncern over the _proposed
change in the light, He said -that
lowering the helght of the tower would
cause the light to be confused with
the eleetric lightg in the town. A bell
buoy, he said, would ‘he an inadequate
substiiute, sineé in a southeast wind
or a cnlm it would not be heard.
.-G, Stuart Avery, speaking as a busi-

\i:anL would._be_ exceedingly detrl-

mental to the town as a whole, He
oitid the |n1nn|tnnna of the harhor in

‘meng, fman. of Edpartowi, -gaid that the |

buoy wlll, be in the prevalling winds [W

T e A e e A 0 e A T e € O

|‘pointed—out that--the- big -.schooner

the devel_opment of the town, anid said
he did not. doubt . that th& changes
wmlnld impede the use of, the harbor,

At-the Kdgartown Yacht Club it was
yacht Manana, sailed this summer by
the B}alnards, went to Nantucket .re-
*cerftiy #nd was shut in by thick fog
on her return, She found her way into,
the harbor’ by relymg on the tog bell
Wt the Harbor Light. _ .

VREF1114.002

As another recent=hnstance of_ the
Importance of the fog bell, T EXperi-
ence of Ralph D. Osborne In hlslelgh-
teen footer was cited. Mr, Osborned
wag sualling on one of the days when
the fog shut down, and depended on
the hell to get into the harbor,

Percy D. West, Edgartown fizher-
man, said he considered the gna{nten»—
ance of the fog s!gnal of thi- teat
1mportunm to those using &ha arbnr.
‘He sald the lowel"mg ot,_th&llght tower
would algo be a grave matter, adding

1ak the lg*h,t-sho'lﬁ be 'highpr- mmb?

proposed change would ‘deg )
the picturesque features of the harfor,
and would prove a great etrimq

the view all along the-whterfro:

| would be injurlous fo ug.
what would be pul In the
present Ilght would not.

[attempt to remove or alter it. ]
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Vineyard Gazette, August 16, 1938, pp. 1, 4

; gepodge. I nS. ques-
+/| tloried whether eyen wll'ﬁ this: course |
v|the- historie and sentimental assocla-
8 [tlons of Lho old light would not have
1

been substantially lost>

It was a puggestion by Captain BEn-
ton which paved the way for agree-
2lmenty He snld thal there was _ayall-
dlable a lghthouse Tower sinmilar Lo
glthat at East Chop which could be
Ulmovgd lo- Bdzartown. This towers
Estwonld nét be s6 high by six or eightl
Y| feet as Lhe present steuclure, bul be-
i'[enuse of the increased candlepower
¥ | the light would be visible at a greater
2 [distance, -

The provision of- & real lighthouse
tower rather than a skeleton, and as-
surances that it would bhe painted
while and placed to the-best advan-
Lugn possible with regard to the ap-
pearance of the havborfront, appealed
to the group as the bhest solution of:
the problem. This is the plan which
will, therefore, be carried out.

In the matier of the lghthouse
bridge, it was made clear “that the
n |government will not -Jonger maintain
this walk. However, the bridge is now
n|in pgood repair and can probably be
- | kept up witheut iargé maintenance
- | costs. The Lighthouse, SE!‘\'I(:&E will cut
d|off the outer end, ' severing all con-
n | nection with the lighthouse, and leav- |
e |ing the bridge as a long pler. - .- !

Tt will now rest with--the ewners of |
piers which jut from the, bridge to!
join In some plan of maintenance.
It was sugpested at ¥Friday's meeling
(thnt the title to the bridge might-be
' taken over by some existing organ-
ization in the town, perhgps by the
Kdgartown  Associates. The federal
government holds a deed ta the prop-
erly, and it will be necessary for .this
decd to be passed to-some other-hold-
er. If a triinsfer of ownership can he
arranped, (he lammul cosls of maln-
tenance may be met by the pier own-
ers through rentals or assessments.

Caplain Iatlen gave ib aug his opin-l
ion that the bridge will last ten vedrs. ‘
But with maintenance, those who i,
“have ‘inspgeted the structure belxuni
that it can be kepl up indefinitely
for a small yearly expendilure.
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Gazette's coverage of damage to the Edgartown Light in the aftermath of the 1938 Hurricane
Vineyard Gazette, September 23, 1938, p. 5

' “Ihe sterm cinflicted considerable da-

‘mage on the lighthouse itself. The
iouter corner -of the stone-base of_the
istructure, on the harbor side, was
badly undelmmed somie of the bdig
Jock hejng_ dlspiace . When the wa<
terfront awoke yes(’exday the shed aU
the side of the- lighthouse was hang-
ing over this undermined corner. T

Captain Vidler, all packed and pre-
parcd to move from Edgartovn to his
new stationnat Nauset, bad stored the
packing cases with. his ‘houschold’
goods in this shed. When the founda-
tion hegan to go out from under it
in the storm;, he had to move out all!
the cases single handed, handling lw"
himself boxes which (wo or three men’
had plaked in the shed. If it had not
been for the removal of this weight;
the shed would have gone over the
side,

The lighthouse bridge, formorly al-
mosl a straight line, now has one
bend in it. One of the boats striking
the bridgé put in a curve.

The water at the light was up to the
threshold of tha door, the platform
being awash. Mrs. Vidler spent the
nighi at the Lovell house. Boab Vidler
spent the night ahoard the Roamer,
helping her to ride gut the storm.

Among the requests broadeast by
radio Wednesday night was one frorm
Barbara Vidler in Boston asking her
father to get in touch with her. The
Island was cut off from all communi-
cition, and alarmist reports were in
{circulation about conditions here,

I i
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Vineyard Gazette, October 14, 1938, p. 1
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iBids Are Submitted for

PR —

Bids were submitied Tuesday for
the demolition of the Edgartown Har-
bor Light and the -erection of the
new tower which is fo take its place.
‘The tower is to be blought here from
1psw1ch

"This is the first step toward’ carry-
ing out the revised plans for ihe
Light, following the  controversy -of
last summer. At that time the light:
‘house service agreed to change its
project. of erecting a skeleton tower,
and to put up & real lighthouse in-
stead

-Capt, Fred Vrdler, Keeper at Edgar-

move for many weeks, He is to bhe
transferred to Nauset.

mDemoltsbmg-Harbop Light

town, has been packed and ready to|

Vineyard Gazette, October 28, 1938, p. 1
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“|week” by Capt. George

?
> tom work begins

in its ance ‘2 tower which’ will bie un-
attended, has been awarded tor K. T,
Galley &°Cd, of Idgartown, Notice of
the award was sent;to this flem: this
5, Eatan,
supermtendent of the lighthouse ser-
vice for this dist L".mAjlpl_u\’&l of {he
awa,xd at Washmblou lb necessary be-

The néw tower is to be bxoubht hexe
f1 om Ipswichi It ig understoed that the
work. of taking down the siructure
for. removal licre should have been
started last week. Agregment on this
type of lighthouse for Edgartown fol-
lowed an extehded controversy last
summer, and widespread opposition teo
the plan of a skeleton steel tower.

K. T. Galley & Co. also has thé

contract for work at the Gay Head
Light. This consists largely of porch |
and roof repairs.” An ‘earlicr project
for, installing plumbing in the keep-
er's' house was dropped. Mr. Galley
said yesterday that work .ai Gay Head
would" begin at once.
WHat will beécome of the “historic
ligbthouse builditig’ at Idgaricown is
still a, question. Mr. Galley said that
she ‘has no definite plan as. yet for its
disposition. Under the _jerms of the
contract the building will belong to
the firm.which takes it away. Most
visitors to the light have commented
on’ the - sturdy coustruction of the
house, used as a dwelling by the light
keepers, and surmounted by the lan-
tem

--It would be feasxble to preserve-the-
house by 1eezectmg it on some site
ashoxe and this - “might satisfy some
of :the sentimental interest which has
“beén - explesaed in saving the building.
Otherwise it will be demolished and-
'itg 'timbérs pass into some future con-
struction on the Island. -

t
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Knell Is Sounded

Keeper Wlthdrl Edgnrtown Har-
bor Light Awalta Demolition

The knell of the Edgartnwn Light
wag gounded on Monday, with the de-
‘Parture for their new station of Capt.
and Mrs, Fred S. Vidler, who, with

their househom belongings, boarded
the Lighthouse Tender Arbutus, pull-
ing out the next 'morning. Dur-
ing the short stay of-senterice for the
lighthouse, untll the work of demoli-
‘tion of thiz harbor landmark which
the Gazeite and many other advocates
sought .6p-hard to save last summer,
begins, it wm be in charge of Victor
-Danburg. -

Captain and Mrs. V:dlcr “received
short notice, or it might be better to
say, no notlee at-all of-the date they
were to bhe transferred- When Capt
George E., Eaton, superiniendeni of
this district of the Lighthouse Service,
was in the harbor the -week hefore in
the Anemone, he said that no definiie
date had yet heen set for their de-
parture. But the Arbutusg arrived and

Wwith it the worad {hat the Vidlers vwere ]

on the way. As they had been packed
and ready for many weeks, after the
decision in the losing fight o save the
light . had’ been announced.last sum-
mer, the moving job was net so dithi-
cult as it might have been otherwise.

Vidlers Now at Nausetl

With their son Robert, Caplain and
Mra. Vidler are now esiablished at their
new station, the Nauset Beach Light
Station in North Xastham, not far
fromi Orleans, where they hope iHeir
Vineyard friends will look in on them.
They had been in Edgartown since
Aug. 30, 1835, coming here from Mel
{rese—Laplain—Vidler—was—-connéeted-
with the Chelzea Pepot for a vear be-
fore hils assignment here. For twenty
years before that he was employed
in the Department of Agriculture.

Misg Barbara Vidler? who has been
in Boston tecently, due to the uncer
tainty in the plane for their transfer,
will join her famiy on thé Cape. The
family have been popular in Edgar-
town. Mrs. Vidler, who was aszociated
wiht Mrg. Hoxie's Shop for the pdst
‘two summers, was prominent in af-
falrs of the Fedérated Church. Bar-
bara wad graduated froni™Edgar-
‘town High last year. She was drum
major “0f the Rdgartown Boys' Club
Drum and Bugle Corps, and her exhi-
bitlons of plain and fancy baton twirl-
in® were popular features of many eh-
terialnmante. -

i ey

<<<Vineyard Gazette, Nov. 18, 1938, p. 1

Vineyard Gazette, December 9, 1938, p. 1

sl s

- |1|_.

'nglthouse quglifion i

: | the Edgartown Harbor Light. He said

Wlﬂ’ Begm g‘m Momfay '

nesday to proceed with the work at

that operations would start Monday.
The lighthouse service will place a
lighted buoy temporarily, while the
| old " light s ‘bemv {aken down, but
this may not he done, for sonie time.
The present light will fot be dis-
turbed until the Wrecking opera‘hom
are well aleng.

Mr. Galley said that no definite plan
has been completed for the future
of “the lighthouse dwelling, alt'houghr
he hopes-that-it will be possible to ré-

construct ihe house somewhere]

Treasured Beacon, Online Exhibit, 2020
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‘|ley & Co. received authorization Wed-|
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Vineyard Gazette, December 16

, 1938 [account of a September 1938 visit]

abzencu
: whm-

" Channcly
unL\I;!oic,d
‘the drazrant sea
1l ant ‘sunshine en-
dted ocean=—th¢ soli-

st'umcl--imund for Nauntucket,
hi lhef horvizon  with  ils

the last-reses were
aumnuml bloonis-—a

- wa vy to His‘

3 hlcadou avilh shoppers,-the-har-
s vith tanned 'md important-icoking
g wn in \nchun&, r.:1p~' On the trawl-

nets” huug deyveyg from (e
and the sight of pulpits and
ns rade me recpliect that this
heenond of thee largest whal-
in_the 1800°= ‘lndu\ fisher-
Eoin swo['t'[msh instead.

- e - - - — -

" lnud in the west was an |
to! the ' whitecaps be- |
ecn sea and sky was |

of m'tlmw huddleiz and clus- |
f hydrangea.| The narrow sireets |’

inchored .:loqg the wharf, fisher- |
wcw clc'nmh thie decks. Lavge, [

harbor‘s safe
man-to lgnd in”
Bbly thumb up-the
v you the light, ir

L he 'dém!ouatmted the effica-

e the light might be, there was
vtainly nothing the matler with that
g ignal. Almost blasted me off my
eel when he struck it | )

Weighs a thousand ppunds. When
get, it strikes every fifteen sec-
ds," he :declared.
i I followed him up narrow corkscrew
ps into’ the towcr where the sash
‘|eurtains were @rawn. The mueh ma-

up a quart- of kerosene every night,
J 1ooked innbcuous enough with its lt-
| tle gas mante!—-—llke the old fashioned
rlor lamp. But the optical lens
{which enicased it! was a Imagnificent
object io behold! French glass, the
keeper gaid, He nodded as I suggest-
ed that the curtains were kept drawn
because, since the lens acted as a mag-
nifying glass, the' sun might set fire
[Htosthe: lighthouse.

When he informied me that he- was
|the eighth lighthouse keeper in Ed-
| gartown since 1872, I .asked him who
|was golng to be the ninth. -

“An automatic, switeh,” he said.
“Both the light and the fog-horn wiil
IBe werked Troni 'shord” " He looktd
rather pensive; for he came from
| Bngland  where man. power Is still
highly regarded.

. o “I suppuse you }ale sorry to leave,”
T said

o

Hute “to Dekert Neighhors

[} 5 B

| "I am, We dislike particularly (o
4 lleave our neighbors alene over there
i | on Chappaquiddick Island.” He pointed
':Nllilhl.‘r lighthouse, standing on n
it.of land the. size of a_pocket hand-

aquiddick; but now it's been eut
ste. ITverylhing has lo be
re by bont, When we g0,
per and his wife will he sort
oly. 6y /depended on us for
W) In the old days, thal's
allng uaplalns came
there
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_the fog-signal bell. However |

[ligned light, which_L was told drankj

rohief. “That used to be a part of |
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Vineyard Gazette, December 16
, 1938 [account of a September 1938 visit]

ppointed .at my dimin-
lnterest in the turtles after-

Agam I started to leave. J

T het vou never saw a 1 more_hand-
some pan of_cats that'these,” he saxd
coaxing e into.the next roont. On
top -of a steamer tlunk, beside a ca-
nary in & cage, was-a pair of gor OYgeous
‘|marmalade cats, dozing’ peacefﬁ_n_v
“Puff and Muff. iwin biothers. They
Ainéver touch that bird,” he added
proudiy.

The canary vaa twittering and hop-
pmgv‘.nou_t in a most tantalizing way,
but Puff and Mufi merely opened one
eye apiece, winked laul\' and returned
to their slumbers. -

“How did you do it?” T marveled.

“Finched their ears, when they werc
Kittens, each time they made a leap
for the cage. XNow they only get as
far as hftmg a paw, and ihey remcm-
her. And when they 1lift _that paw,
they're just applauding that canarny.
They like to see the bird enjoy it-
self.”

“I don’t suppose the gulls out there
enjoy any suclr protective society as
E that?"

Special SheH-Cracking Spot

SO A N \:r\»:?'

et
ey

TR BT

=

.
I

w SN

*| XNo, the guils had no such ‘patrvon-
¢ age. They had w take their own
Al ekances. When Puff and Muff go
Stout searching for such iithits as the !
' |scabirds_have overluoked,. those gulls’
T [tk the air with raueous scoldings, al-!
though always at a respectful
tance. They haves tlreir own private
a|spol to crick Their shells, ai a point
@ along the runway that is built up on
., | both sides so the sheils won 't roll back
l‘(’ into the waiter. And they always al-|
" {low just enough leeway for the wind
' ihefore dropping their quarry.
l;‘ “Those gulls are a meonace,” said-

the lighthouse Lkeeper, “littering up
the road with broken shells. They've
punctured many an automobile tire.”
N1 asked him abdui the unopened
shells along the road. Did the gulls
wait for the cars {o come ulong and
crack them? He grinned as he turned

T. AASMALAAARNAMAAAAALAAARAALAALADL
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Vineyard Gazette, March 17, 1939, p. 3

Rgpa r Hurrzcane Damage
to- Foundatwn of Light

*Phe foundation of, the E(lgmlown
| Lighi, '01 ‘whitt oncé was the site
of the 'hght and will be agnain when
the new tower® auivcs, s being ve-
paired :by Turner and B~rewogel of
Falmouth, -Arviving last-weekend they
will bei busy. about a ‘wesk, wilth 2
combmatmn crane and shovel, resigi-
: m{r thc; great slones which. the hurri-
Uieane washed away, aund  the losy of

!

whlqh seriously weakened the founda-
”W‘I‘m—rﬁmﬁ—q‘ Calley”
AT Co; Who “RAQ The contract 1o raze
Lithe ()l?l _lighthouse __and 3
new me, now heing refurhl
Chelsea, has hein. held up

the repairs to the fvundation,

'i

-

Vineyard Gazette, April 14, 1939, p. 3

g
New Lighthouse Here; . ..
But Still- in -Pieces

»

-
5. -

Ldgartowns new lighlhouse, to re—
place the 'lamented harhor-‘lu,ht
scrapped by the government in spite
‘of conceiled protest by residents and
-summer rémdems, arrived last Thurg-

daay, aboard the lighthouse tender
Lotug. It will be some days hefore the
tower 'will take its place in the harbor
seene, however, for the structure ar-
rived m—sectto‘nb, and its mechon must
‘await the completion of the pouring
and setting of the foundation,-wotk
which was under way when the ten-!
der steamed in without. previous no-
tice. The Lotus also brought the sub<
marine: cable and all other necessary
equipment for the hghl

Kenneth T, Galley, whose firm had
1 the .contract_to. tear down_the-.eld
light house and erect the new tower;
expects to begin work on it some
time next week, after the foundation
has had a chance to set,

¥

-

{se¢emed’ to be the-source of-consider-

.the hosoms of those who fought to the

Vineyard Gazette, May 26, 1939, p. 3

Harbor L!ght Receives
o Coat of White Pamt

The new Edgartown Harbm Light
receivgd its coat of white paint yes-
terday, and in the late afternoon way
being generally admired. The tower
stood out against the blue water and

able pride and satisfaction, even in

last for the prevervation of the for-
mer lighthouse.

Axel Hoglund was the subcontractor
in chaxge of the pamlmg

S SCl.OSED ALL DAY
‘The Vineyard Gazette oftice will

he  closed pll Jday Tuesd.n, Me-
morial Day,”
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NEW AND OLD SENTINELS OF EDGARTOWN HARBOR WATERS

9 Juuax 1939

At the left the graceful white +
. tower which -formerly stogd at - . .

oyt fromigand even l?vtid e _the can) Ipswich and which has replaced | Miss Luce’s Wedding
in thelr saxerness to'.ge A the old lighthouse and keeper's in T h

Summarizing this analysis and at-| - o =0 £ Ma‘y _27 m alla, assee

tempting to be ag fair.as possible, I dwelling, torn down last fall after 44 hlle o e o o 25 7)

find that in ordinary practice: ' d the government decreed that prog- =

Of ‘the lobsters . bought, approxi-| Fess, in the way of an automatic Saturday morning, May 27, at 11

. tely 10% die in the c%ue’cﬁn pro-| light, must be accepted. The first |o'clock, the wedding of Miss Eleanor

\F"' Ve g.p plan, to replace the old house with | Robinson Luce and Ralph E. Mott

as; 40% die Irom —punching™ and a skeleton steel tower, was given |took place in the chapel of the Epis-

beration ip. unsultable water; 20% up in deference to the wishes of |copal Student House, Ruge Hall, at

timately die from inability to shed| .5 °F 4 the Florida State College for Women
iting from punching; and there- s in Tallahassee, Fla. Rev. Mr. Alfriend
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the™ Gmmlows.
_“Our New _ Bridge: Sinct tha com-|well as a gulde. to_all_craft using Fd-

=

JWIute, lt- Glutem in

Once Described the Edgartown Har

Setting_ Sun, Wﬂl

‘a

" The Edgartown Harbor nght which

the governgment purposes te raze and
replace with a lower skelston tower,

AVaS, éuthorlzed by an act of- Congress

‘approvéd. May- 23, 1828, The'sum -of

§0,600 was appromiated and the light
~wag bullt -about-a-quarter- of+-a-imndla}-
from-the shore al the. harbor entrance,

For. more than a year after t¢he light
was built, the only means of cominuni-
uation with the shore was by boat.

“Tha Ars(T hrldge uf—wnlk from. the

light 4n the shore coStyabout $7,000.

A visftor to Bdgartown “ahout 1835%
Rey, Samuel Adums Devens, described
the walk in a passage which has been
quoted many times. Il shows tke im-
‘portance the bridge had alrcady "ass
sfimed in the life of the town.

".wPhe length ofgthe village Is the
commorn promenade,” Mr. Devens
wiote. "A favorite resort is the break-
water, erected by 'the gcnexal govern-
ment at an expense of $7,00. It is
huilt very strong of plank and timber,
and runs an eighth of -a mile into the
Bay. It is wider than the foc foot~Walks
‘of our bridges, and beifrg—w}iled in,
much, resembles
tremlty is a small dwelling and light-
house, combined. It iz of the purest
white and glistens beautifuily in the
clear heams of the setting sun. The,
wiew,. from this point, of the llvely
happy village reposing so quietly along
thé shore, and of tha calm blue Bay
outspread on either’ side, is uncom-
monly pleasing, The termination of an
aftednoon's ramble generally found me
fastened 1o this attractive spot.”

- Presem. Bridge Bullt in 1847 .. .

Some plctures of, the origlnal bridge
are still pregerved. In 1847 the present
structurs wag subastituted, following a
somewhat -different course, The pres-
ent dtone breakwater’ was placed. un-
def the new slructure, to prevent the
damage by stofms. and ice. which had
led to replacement of the first bridge.
~When the new Walk was @ompleted,

them. At dts ex-|

— F e S [.__ -‘:
wdicgl and auhstantial :ﬁann r
throlighout, and that the slxucture 18
composéd of materials of gma.t dur-
‘ability and atrength. .

"The ‘stong wall' -on the nnrt.he:wt
side’ pnrﬂcularly attracted; our -atten- |
tion; not:énly. as-betng Talthfully Built;
bt so laid as to brenk th# forte of-the:
'heaviest sea before it+ pasaes und i
or over the bridge, and thereby rend-
ering the work ﬁertect}y secure from
its fr'y, S T

Ira Darrow Was Contractor <.

"'ﬁie government we:e, fortunate in
securing. the services ol Ira Dun‘ow. |
Esq., Lthe enterprizing conlraclor, wilo®[
always performs hls"ka ‘well;but |
who, in ihlg instance , wasy determlned
to tulfll to the very letler.the con-

sufferer thereby. Accordingly hes has
apared ne!ther time nor - expenae to

and his labors are worthy the Lmula.—l
tion ot all who wotld’ receive the ap-
pellation of - ‘Well- -done;—good  und
faithful servant.' _ l

“In connection with thm-zubi’?ct we
are sorry to say that the amount oty
money appropriated by the govern-
ment was insutficient to complete the
work; and that,. consequently, a con-
siﬂerable portlon of \ithat part nearest
the shore has mot.been rebullt or con-
tracted for. An appropriation, il seems
to us, should be ‘immediately made,
and-_the work of rebuilding the re-
mainder commanced.”

The reconstruction—was  eventually
completed, and the bridge “became
more and more a place for promenade.
and pleasure, A geéneration ago James
Gordon Bennett “was,_.a frequent sum-
mer visitor to Edgartown, and it was’
one. of his favorite diversionsg io-wali
the lighthouse btidge and flash a. light

couples atrolling theve:
The ~ lighthouse, often rl.xted for

pletion of this meortant work, we
| have -had ‘the plegsurelof passing over
'It, and examining tHe¢ manner o
‘construction~yeét we "do 1ot lntend
to -give any partioular description of
its design, oryshow wherein we think’
it surpaases-modt-bridge a-of-the-kind-
fom 4ime o .ﬂme have come
1..but deem R

whleh_

3 1.
;- of-justice; a ah ‘publ
o say that it has been’bullt in a méth-.

Tp to date. However, 1f “seyved

gartown—~harbor, from the whaléships
of the past century..to the Island

light is n kerosene laftern. .
.Keepers of vbhe_llght in_recent years
‘have—-been-- Capt—-}eaeph A-Barrus;

1930; . Capt.. Henty

pibilc jourpalfer, |and Capt, Er&d VIdler, the présentf

keeper. 2
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modernization, has never béen Broughli
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;nght Higher Tower

at
f
-
]

Luptdm 1 aton ot nghthouse Sur-

vice Divulges Details, But Town

- Is- to Continue Efforts-—-to
gl’rvscr'_\'c Present Building

Flying..to Chelsea in Arthur M. An-
derson’s . plane on Saturday, Coms-
modore Walter Barnum of the Edgar-
town . Yacht Club, Rep. Joseph A.
Sylvia, and Capt: Antone XK. Silva of
Edgartown obtained .a further explan-
ation of the government's plang for re-
plagement of the Edgartown HHarhor
'_'}J]},ht The three members of an infor-
mal committee visited Capt. George
E:~Batorm superintendent of the sec-
ond district of the lighthouse service.

After returning here, Commodore
Barpum said that in the light of the
tallk with Captain Eaton it was im-
possible lo quarrel with the plans
from a navigational -$tandpoint. Cap-
tain Katon divulged for the first time
some of the details of the proposzed
change,

The government, he said, is now
preparcd-to place.in the newtower; re-
placing the present structure, a red
light several times more powerful than
the present light, The increase in
candiepower will be at least three or
four times. This light will not he com-
pletely unattended. Some Edgartown
man will bezemployird to supervise it
and operate a switch at Lhc. ~2101L en'd
‘of=the Bridge.™ T B

52 Koot Aho\'e Water -

VREF1114.002

Nfty-two ‘feet above the water. The
tower itself will be 10 feet, a slab
under the tower will be about 3 fect
thick, the foundation will account for
8 feet, and the light itself about 18
inches. .

Alihough tHe present fog bell-is -to
he discontinued, a. new automatio
clectric bell will be placed in the new
tower, Captain Eaton szid. This beli
will operate when there is a certain
pergentage of moisture in the air
Finnly, Captain Eaton insisted, tho
presentd bridge will be maintaihed in
future as in the past. He said there
was no idea on the piart: of the govern- —
ment of letting” the hndge go. Heo
cited the fact that~two or threg in-
dividuald huve-perpetual rights in the
bridge, and indicated that he helieved
thi§ would guarantee -future mainten-
ance. Rellance was ulso -placed in.the

.., (Please turn to Page Three)

Plan More Powerf e

The niew Tight will hie approxiiiately™

I;,l’a_n_. Hkoré. -Rawé.i:_fu'l
« ' Light, Higher Tower

i 'Q(Conti)'ihé‘d’ from Page Ohe)-

e_i’__Lhul_tlw bmdg;e would _he_de-_
si-mhl(-, il  not negessaty, in giving de-
Tess o the new tower., -

. To  guard -agalnst fatlures of the
commereial current supply, by which
the new light will he. gerved, {herc will
by an auxiliary vepor light. This. sub-
gtitute iz supposed to come on: when
the regular current fails,

Ag an_ aid to yachizsmen, Capta.un
‘Halon said, the lighthouse service
is willing..to pul a lighted bell - buoy-
in place of the bush bucy [rom Ma.y 1
tg Oct. 1, This slep would take cognie-
-aner—oi—the -incromsed -imporiance—of
yachting al Edgartown.

The one question” remaining unre-
solved, and upon which no satisfaction:
could be promised, was that of the
destruction .ol the present dwelling
and the type wf siructure to take ils
place. The committee found that the
possibilities are as fnllows:

© Tirst, if the gowlnmmt‘mnoecds in’|"

its own way, the present house and
light will he razed, and in their place
.will he erected a pre-fabricated gal-
vanized steel tower, holted togelher.

Would Have to Pay Difference

Second, if local inlerests are- will-
ing Lo pay the differcnee in cost, esti-
mated at abaul:$1500, the governmvnt
is ready® to ndop! some type ot can-
struetion . more satigfactory than fhe

galvanized skeleton tower.  f

Third, under sonme i ircumsiances it |
might be possible to  persuade  the
government to install the new lght in
the . present structure, although- this
is nof regarded as entively satisfactory
by the lighthouse service. .Should this
be done, local interests would be re-
quired to assume. the difference ja an-
nual cost of upkeep. ‘

Fourth, under no circumstances
would Lhe government retain the pres-
yent building and- erect a new tower
.by .its side. Captain Baton said that
thxs armngement would interferce with
the carrying of the sound of the fog’"

' bell, and would not he considered.

Fifth, it was assumed from Captain
Eaton!'s comments that if the interests
at Bdgartown insisted  strongly
enough the pl(‘qent light would be
Tleft “exactly as it-is- -nowr-But—in -this-
case, there would be no improvement
in the light. This would be, therefore,

LN SR Y ﬂ.n'»-«m'-:'m'

- ¢n_..s;_.h. -

L

e

- frankc -ehoice—hetween-scenio—and
_historical’ desuabxhty, ‘and _the prac- |
“Hoal advantages for naviga.tmn
* Commodore Barnum said, and Cap-
tain Silva concurred, that - Edgartown
harhor is now hadly lighted The pres-
ent Harbhor Light doesiix in with the:
Tower Hiil-lights at certain times, and

v leavés ‘much to be desired. Thus the
.. committee feélt - 'hhe choice hetween
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| would_be contlnuvd 1o woi'k out some

Vineyard Gazette, July 19, 1938, pp. 1, 3

-

scenery -and history-on ope, hand, and
practical navigation on the other, way’
nol evenly halanced.

Meantime the feeling engendered in
Edgartown by announcement of the
plaxy to raze the preserit Harbor Light
did not" diminish ovér the’ weekend.
All year and summer regldents allita:
raised objectlons ‘to lhg galvanived
gkeleton towed,” and to’ the complete
destruction of- the, .present- building
wlhich has steod for’ many gencra-
"UHons. Tt -wig- indicated that "efforts

-compromise reasonably satisfactory to

tlho,'aq of all viewpolints.
“@ongressman  Charles 1. Gifford

|motifled, tTHe Gazette that In re'-)ponse‘

to messages and telegrams-hé ‘had
takén prompt action, conimunicating
vigorously with the Bureau of Light-
houses, Harold D. King, commissioner,
agking thal the matter be delayed un-
til - all 1ntmests had a -chance to he

| heard. It iwas ihdicated that  simrilar

messages had béen sent {0 Washing-
ton hy many others. .. -

Mrs, Priee Post telegraphed to Sena-
tor David I. Walsh and Burton F.

| White Jr. wired the Gazette to mg-
J-ister a protest .

VREF1114.002

“Triformation from Washinglon
*»éBPfore the conference with capta.in'
Baton, o number ot steps were taken,
and gomé Information wasl obtalned
from Washington,

Arthur M. Anderson, l;ummev rcsi-
dont of Hdgantown, arrrmp;ed with'a
Washington uttorhey to alsit- tht;'DL-
partment of ‘Commerce und ob'tain the’
views of the lighthouse 'servi'cc The
Informatiomuhtained-was ag- tonowu.

The proposed work at Edgartown—is-
the Fosult—of-a—BWA allotment- and-
approval of  this proJéct:” 1t a..steel
towm ‘was objectiomable, the- depart-
ment sald, il wobld-bhe wulling io con~
sider onc of thret standard types of
concrete construction. The town, how- |
ever, would be asked. to bear The differ-
ence in cost,_ grid amouni ruhning
from $1500 "to about $2300,” depending
on the type selected. The cammisgsion.
er of lighthouses, H. D, King, ex-
presséd.-the opinion: that in the 1
run this weul - most satisine=|
tory solution., =fema

If this should. not -he acceptable to
F‘dg'altown interests, the depariment
was willing ‘to consider sympatheti-
cally an offer by the town to share
the upkeep of the existing bhullding,
this cost to be. $1,500 annually, less
the keeper’s salary and incidentals.
If/t/his plan should be accepted by the
town, - the - lighthouse: service ..would
preserve the present structures and
install a new light in the existing lan-
tern or in a new lantern to be placed
on top ‘of the lightkeeper’s house.

In any case, it was made clear, the
government intends to proceed wlth
the installation of an automatic light
at Edgartown,

Mr, King, it was also stated, prefers

-’

's..-l

L to raze the existing building and is

‘oppm‘d‘ Yo erecting WAy mew “tower

| beside THe existing structure. S ‘far

been suggested here,

A meeting was held at the Eﬂﬁ?—
town. Yacht Club at 10 Saturday morn-
ing. ‘Commodore . Walter Barnum pre-
.siding. Those present were Mr, Ander-
son, former Commodore Alexander M.
Orr, R, W. Watson, Leonard Kébler,
Winthrop B. Norton, chairman of the
Edgartown seléctmen, Rep, Joseph A,

1 8ylvia, and. HentyJS.J-Iough.*____

In the words of all true Vineyarders,

‘what we "hgd last night was:a tempest,

Treasured Beacon, Online Exhibit, 2020

26



Vineyard Gazette, July 22, 1938, p. 1

VREF1114.002

ud. .llldl\'ldll&_{}b organized theu pro-

'"Iesta, wold was “receéived  from  Con-

gressman Charles L. Gifford that the
Burcau of Lighthouses planned to-de-
Jlay. des-action  sutlicigntly to ‘consgider
the vicws ol all pxoLestants. The frst
aim ‘of. all those intdrested in saving
the pleﬁ(EHt light structure was Lo ob-
tain a delay of govunmental action to
pcumt of fuller consldemtlon

Réplies .were also 1g,ce1v4.d in Xd-|.

galtown in  response to messages

‘ whlcb had been sent Lo Senator-David
L W':th and Senator Henry Cabot

Lodge. "Senator Walsh wrote to Mrs,
Ben.ha 5. Leetle, Edgartown librarian,
who! raa streéssed the historical im-
~portancc of the--light as—a landmark-
of the town, that he would be inter-
ested in 'u'ying tu prevent its destruc-
twn'

Momhenb of ‘the” Dukus Counly His-
torical Society dnd of" " the Martha's
meydxd Garden Club expressed their
interest in saving the light, or In
reaching some compromise with the
govérnment  whereby the  present

: suuctule would not be razed to make

~for-a-gketeton-tower:-Members-of |~
the ’] dgartown “Yacht Club ‘continued
to be interested, notwithstanding the
factfr that obhjections to the change

‘ from the navigational standpoint had

been eliminated ‘in a conferance with

- Capt. George E, Haton, supermtendent

of this district of the lighthouse ser-
vlm.
| l’bliti(ms Widely Circulated

Pctitions which had been widely cir-
culutua in lhe town were forwarded |—
—tthls*wcek*tl') H. D. King, commissioner
of nighthouses at Washington.

Rep. Joﬂap‘n A: Sylvia, who accom-

";'"_ag may f.ot' a confcrence with Cap-

;_il,oﬁ: gald that he would be glad
\tll;'veloped to the p:opj
ult c _;hq pg_tatibns-a,nd pro-|

tain Haton again when mat- |

umfg

+ | between: rtha«ng‘hthouse bmea ‘and Eha

|town interests,
“The only offer the g\overnment has-|
| yet made which would lead to preser-

- =

vation, of- the present light would re-
‘quire local interests to assume the
‘cost of “Amalntenance -of -the bullding
under the new arrangement with-auto-
matic light and fog signal. The' hope of
tlie protestants fs that a plan can be
| worked—out to utilize the present
structure by adapting 1L to the new
condltions, without xequiring local con-
trlhutlons el

Can’t Steer F ar F rom This'
Topic, Try as You Will

“Lousy..weather.”
"Yes, business is ‘rotten.”

“What a_ wondelful place js° the
Vineyard:™ ™

“I 'shall come baclk next season and
bring all my rclatives.”

“I've been coming here every sum-
mer for fifty years and never was
disappointed.”

C“Lousy. weather, isn't i€?"

“Yep, business is rotten.”

“The fish are biting everywhere,”

"They caught forty big ba:,s last
mght" = o ==

“The Blanlc hotel is all booked ‘up
for August.”

“Yep, flrst time in eight ycars."

“There's no traflic on the roads”

“My alcs to date are away ahead
of last year.” .
| “But _isn't the._w_emnti_lousy"” .
“Yes, business is certainly punk, o)
“More cars on the Island than ever

‘before.”

“Traflic is the heaviest I have ever
seen.”

“Don't have time to eat or sleep!”

“I've been coming for twenty-some
yvears, and I could tell the difference
as soon as I got on the boat." :

201 course. they're not spending;
théy haven't got it to spend,”

AGan’t-hire ‘& man anyﬁhere‘to eut”
my lawn!” -

“Somy I'm late, but you know how
it is in summer, everyone calling.”

“"Boat's late tonight; awful load of.
freight.” '

“The garages aren't doing a thing,"

“I' hope August will be better.”

“Couldn't take all the cars Satur-
day. i A

“Yes, and business is. rotten” .

"Vyeuthex 8 lousy." Zoke
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Vineyard Gazette, July 26, 1938 [p. 3 adjacent to the continuation of the Edgartown Light story]

' : Linoleum Block Prinl by Williim Abbe.,
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AgreetoKeep Harbor
Light If Desired

Caplain Eaten Qz3{'< Drig)armwnt
Wil Bew (o Edgariewn’s Pref
erense—>dust Petition to
Pyevent Destruetion

e deft

and m.t, if ihe interests hores wili go
on record  in nf
Cajpr. George K. :
| S0 far as *his lc(:ummenda'.son: 0

T'Captain Eaton deelared, there are lv.o

F o b TR T b e e -

"

alternatives. This is one. The other
is the razing of the present light and
the carryving out of the government's
plan for a new skeleton tower, =
The formuilation of the Harbor Light
issue in this way was the outcome of
_J_(‘\)n[l.l'(l ce ketween Caplain Eaten,
superintendent of the lighthouse dis-
trict, and Winthrop B. Norton, chair-
marn of the Edgartown board of select-
men, and Heury B Howgh, The cof:
ferenee was held al ihe h;,-hihuu:m
steamer Lotus ot v Bedford,
Captain Iaton szid that he wished
+0 obtain a consensus of the local n-
Lorestss at anes, since the whaole mat-
ter shouid olicd  hy Am;us'. 15,
Accordingiv, pians were masde fo pel
a record e msmez &0 ;:,s i m.,
thia mors ES !
for =hiee o be o
af the scicethne fram
ternoan this week, &te
an Wednedday evening

2

ine

Twao Cholees Available

ANl those intervated bt the
house mintier, one wa;
ashed to resurd themsscives iy
of one of the two chatces  the present
light, with no change whatever; or
the destiuction of the present light
and the new- tower as planned by the
government.  The new tower would
he o palvanized steed shedeton, with o
fight about sevenr fevet higher and more
powdiful. Should the preseat Jight be
rofained. the Reeper wiil be kept, too,
The captain smd he was particularty
anxious 1o have the opmniun of the real
fishermen, as differentiated {rom the
rovking echalr variety. .

Captaoin Buaton sald inst night ihat
the questione was sol one of economy.

(Plense turn lo Page Three)
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_nw present light has béFen made, s
|y as
has

work, 1he ln;lnlmnw me m. 14
decided at once,

I been assumed on the Island
he whole matter was oné of suv-
-m;, money, since no t‘nmpl.uul ax 1o

eait” be ascertained, and there
heen” no, earlielr fupzestion Um(—
the light ‘'be Improved. --

- Captain {Zaton discussed the possi-
bility «of adapting the present Myrha-
house fo the pluis Tor, improvimerd,

4

1{n the courae of « Lhis disrussion he in-

liplteresis, and a plan of improvemeny

di(@_imi thut the present bnilding conii
bu acquired by the town or other loesd

of the lght carried vul.  13u1 he said
‘he would be ne party 1o such a plan,
uml 50 far as his reconmmendstions

nt the. choice would be as stded

.)_i;-ulon made .it.. cloarcihal
0 use far the pl'mﬂni"ﬁiliinunin

. Gmﬂwdm s tral infeatodl
© Hg sald he could-mot see any
slorical wvhlue diet e Sre-
far s tincluding it in
Ipeaverient, he thought
of governmient
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ice with Captain Eaton
-arranged by tele-
o yeslerday, following
{elegumn and other
' Harold_D. King, com-
D i_ghthouses al Washing-
On receipt of the pelition for
_!_g on oi'*!lm ‘old light, widely cir-
L Edgartown last week,
ner King wired (o the Ga-
that follewing thevonference tro-|
Captain Eaton and Commaodore
ar Barnum of the Bdgartown
%cm-elub together with Rep. Jos-
cp]: A, Sylvin and Capl. Antone K,
Silva, it was assumed that a mutually
satisfactory undertsanding had been
reached. In view of the NONCOUEUT=
rence indicated by the petition, Mr.
King suggested  another confeience |
with Captain Eaton, and pepling such !
new conference, il it should he ar-
ranged immediately, Mro King safd he {7
wauld defer action on the acceplance
[Ol-tiiehids—which -have besn submitted
for the f‘ﬁ‘gmge to n skeletan tower Lor
- few days.
The conference was then arranged
for last evening.

U e e e

Meanlime, (hrowm T AIvaetwaitaat
with Commissioner King al the De-
partment 6f Commerce in Washing-
Lon, Arthur M. Anderson, Edgartown
summer resldent who has been inter-
ested In seeing that the town shueuid
get o satution It rendly “wangs, had
abtalned some encouragement to be
lieve that: 8 compromise wis prossalite,
Fromé= the nttifude of hegeomnis.
sioner il seemed likely thal if some
.ﬂnmlm underwriting could be ok
tained, n combingtion of the ol sivue.
ture and dle navigational impreve-
.mmmgm he worked mn‘

n_ Eaton ssid Inst n _gH in
hat his own Tecommibnda-
ild be, that these were sub-

uling of the commissioner.
plan of compromise
possible providing the
of the deparument to

mtmitm-d

‘other ;-lgcm«, lLb ﬁud npm%ltlrpn to
improvements i Gloucester had -been
darried on {ur several yedares, bul that
when changes \'.orl' made they were
Tt acceptubie and ne ane would
now wish 15 m-rqm toihie former eons

ditings,
y

- - - — =
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